
English Lesson Plan

Level: 9-12 Topic: Poetry

Rationale: 
SWBAT use and experiment with elements of style in writing and representing, appropriate to 
purpose and audience, to enhance meaning and artistry, including 
– syntax and sentence fluency 
– diction 
– point of view 
– literary devices 
– visual/artistic devices 

SWBAT use and experiment with elements of form in writing and representing, appropriate to 
purpose and audience, to enhance meaning and artistry, including 
– organization of ideas and information 
– text features and visual/artistic devices 

Rationale: 
SWBAT use and experiment with elements of style in writing and representing, appropriate to 
purpose and audience, to enhance meaning and artistry, including 
– syntax and sentence fluency 
– diction 
– point of view 
– literary devices 
– visual/artistic devices 

SWBAT use and experiment with elements of form in writing and representing, appropriate to 
purpose and audience, to enhance meaning and artistry, including 
– organization of ideas and information 
– text features and visual/artistic devices 

Learning Objective: SWBAT recognize literary devices in poetry and how song lyrics can be 
seen as a form of poetry. Understanding of how a poem can have a different effect if it is heard 
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HOOK AND INTRODUCTION :
• Have Dali’s Melting Clocks transparency on the overhead projector. 

ACTIVITY 1:
• Have students see if they can make any meaning from the image. What is the image telling 

us? Why are the clocks melting? Have a brief class discussion. (10 minutes) 

ASSESSMENT 1:
• Oral responses, most students should have something to say about the image. 

ACTIVITY 2:
• Hand out the lyrics to Pink Floyd’s “Time” and then play the song. 
• Ask students to notice if the song had any elements that added to the lyrics or detracted from 

it. 
• Have student’s look through the lyrics and determine what literary devices are used. 
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• In groups of three students will share their ideas then each group will respond back to the 
class. 

• As a class, go over the names of devices and point them out in the lyrics. Why are these 
effective?  (25 minutes) 

ASSESSMENT 2:
• Listen carefully to group responses.

ACTIVITY 3:
• Hand out the image sheet and tell students to write a poem of their own. They can use either 

of the images as inspiration, or both. They must include at least 2 of the devices identified in 
the Pink Floyd song. 

• Students will then exchange their poem with a classmate and peer edit. 
• Work is then returned to the students and they will then have to perform their piece to the 

class. 

EVALUATION:
• Students will perform their poem in front of the class but will not be graded in the 

performance. Students must hand in their poem at the end of class for the teacher to mark 
using the attached rubric. 
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